
A Bi–Monthly Newsletter For Volunteers By Volunteers 

Welcome to Winter 2019 at the Wilbur D. May Arboretum. We hope you have 

had a wonderful holiday season. Even though it’s a bit snowy and cold, we still 

have activities galore going on at the Arboretum.  

Katie has put together a new series of winter programs called Cabin Fever. It’s 

geared for kids ages 4-6 on Mondays at 10am.   

The May Arboretum Society is hosting a workshop at the Ranch House on how to 

make Container Fairy Gardens on Jan 9th. They have details on their website for 

times, registration and costs. 

On  Saturday, Jan 19th, from 1-3pm we have “Evergreen Blitz,” for ages 10 and 

up. This one time event features an indoor evergreen identification lesson      

followed with an adventure walk through the park.  

Volunteer Training Workshops start in Feb.  More details on page 2! 

If you are interested in volunteering for any of our programs, give Katie a call at 

775-785-4153 

  Thanks, Bev Treadway, Editor 

           Email: Lingonberrylilacs@gmail.com 
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Volunteer’s Corner 

Horticulture Training for new volunteers begins February 

Each year in early spring, the Arboretum hosts a series of horticulture classes to recruit 

and train a new batch of volunteers. These classes are not a requirement for volunteering in the 

Arboretum, but they provide a good base of knowledge and some context for what we are trying 

to achieve in the gardens. Also, since we accept up to 30 individuals, this is by far our most effec-

tive recruitment tool. It has also turned out to be a great way to find people with a passion for gar-

dening who may not have otherwise known volunteering at the Arboretum is an option.  

The series begins with an introductory Arboretum tour, includes six informative lectures 

and four optional in-depth workshops - ending with a group volunteer activity and celebratory 

luncheon. Topics include botany, soils, plant disease and insect identification, plant nutrition and 

fertilization, and planting and maintaining plants in the Arboretum. Classes are taught by Bill Car-

los and other specialized guest speakers.  

The 2019 class series will begin Tuesday, February 26th and end on Tuesday, March 19th. 

Classes take place in the Ranch House and pre-registration is required. There is also a nominal 

fee required to cover materials and refreshments. Keep a look out for the complete schedule to 

be posted on our website and in the Arboretum office – and tell your friends! This year, we will 

finally have the ability to offer registration online (coming soon) and payment by credit card. If 

you are a current volunteer who has never taken the classes, or a past graduate who is interested 

in retaking a class or two, please contact me. I am always happy to answer questions!  

  

Denise Evans 

Parks Volunteer Coordinator 

devans@washoecounty.us 

775-785-4512 x107 

     Nate Daniel teaching Botany at last year’s Volunteer Training Series at the Ranch House 

mailto:devans@washoecounty.us


Say hello to Phil!  

Phil is a familiar face around the Arboretum.  A native of   

Illinois, Phil has been a passionate member of the Green  

Industry for 38 years. Married to his sweetheart, Laurie for 31 

years, the pair lived in Arizona and New Mexico before set-

tling in the Reno area in 1996. They have an 18 year old 

daughter, Emily, who is a senior at Reed High. 

Phil spent 5 years in landscape maintenance at UNR, before 

joining the Arboretum Staff nearly 18 years ago.  As a       

Certified Arborist, and Irrigation Specialist, Phil has tended 

to many gardens over the years and the Arboretum has truly 

been fortunate to have the benefit of his personal touch and 

expertise. He is passionate about the topic and is happy to 

share his knowledge with others. Phil loves his job and feels 

he has the best of both worlds: working outdoors, and     

tending to just one very special place, the May Arboretum. 

. 

Little Sprouts is our monthly workshop for preschoolers aged 2-5. In the fall of 2017, AmeriCorps Educator,   

Danielle Ornelas wanted to create a program to inspire little ones to explore the Arboretum and learn about 

nature. She wanted it to be fun and fast paced to hold their interest. With this dream, she created Little Sprouts. 

Registration for the first class filled up in less than a day. This interactive program remains one of our most     

popular educational opportunities in the community.   

 

Each one-hour class features a lesson, a story, an interactive song, a fun craft project, and discovery time. In 

good weather, the children go exploring out in Kleiner Grove. Little Sprouts is held in the ranch house and host-

ed by Katie Bird, Susan Lester, Kass Kirkham, and Bev Treadway.  Topics are seasonal and have included: Rain-

bow Leaves, Earthworms, Spring Flowers, and more. The next workshop, “Goose on the Loose” is January  15. 

Meet the Staff: Phil Brazier  

 Spotlight On:  Little Sprouts 
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Our “Rainbow Leaves” Little Sprouts participants, showing off their craft. 



 Jan 7  Cabin Fever 10am ag-

es 4-6  “Color Hunt” 

 Jan 9  “Fairy Garden Work-

shop” hosted by the May Ar-

boretum Society Preregistra-

tion and fee. Check their 

Website for details and times 

 Jan 14 Cabin Fever 10 am 

ages 4-6 “Artic Animals” 

 Jan 15 Little Sprouts 10am 

“Goose on the Loose” 

 Jan 15, 29 Nature Explorers: 

Nature Journaling for Home-

schoolers 2:30pm 

 Jan 19  “Evergreen Blitz”           

1-3pm, ages 10 and up 
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Special Events at the Wilbur D. May Arboretum 

 Feb 4 Cabin Fever 10 am ag-

es 4-6 “Ice Is Nice” 

 Feb 11 Cabin Fever 10am 

ages 4-6  “A Winter            

Adventure Hunt” 

 Feb 12, 26 Nature Explorers: 

Nature Journaling for Home-

schoolers 2:30pm 

 Feb 19 Little Sprouts  10 am  

ages 2-5 “Herbie the         

Herbivore” 

 Feb 26-Mar 19 (Tues-Thurs) 

Volunteer Training in the 

Ranch House 9:00-11:30am 

Preregistration is required. 
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This edition’s featured bird is the Snow Goose (Anser 

caerulescens).  These birds get their name from their 

typically white adult feathers – although snow geese 

can also be blue-gray.  

In the late fall and throughout winter you can find occa-

sional snow geese mixed in with the Canada geese on 

grassy areas or on Herman’s Pond. Although you may 

never see huge quantities of these birds at the Arbore-

tum, the global population of snow geese exceeds 5 

million birds, and during migration on the east coast it’s 

common to see flocks upwards of 20,000 individuals.  

The abundance of these birds in the U.S. also marks a 

conservation success story. According to National Geo-

graphic, snow geese were so rare in the eastern half of 

the country in 1916, that a hunting ban was created to 

prevent their extinction. This ban allowed populations 

to rebound so well that Americans can once again hunt 

snow geese under a conservation order. This order 

allows hunting in the spring, but not the fall, and has 

been successful since 1999.  

 

Be sure to check out these lovely geese on your next 

walk through the Arboretum – and consider sending a 

little thanks to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for   

keeping them around! 

           Words on Birds                      
           By Katie Bird 

Struggle to get your children outside in the cold? Join us with your 4-6 year-olds to learn about nature in 

the winter! Each session will feature a short lesson, a story, an indoor activity, and a guided outdoor      

exploration. 

Cost: $5 donation per session, or $30 for the full series, cash or check only. Checks made payable to "The 

May Arboretum." 

Each session runs 1 hour, from 10am-11am, and we meet in the Ranch House.  

Parent attendance is required. Please contact Katie at 775-785-4153 to register! 

       Cabin Fever Comes To The Arboretum! 

An immature snow goose seen at the Arboretum.  
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            Interesting Spots to Check Out 

It’s cold out now, but there are still great sights in the      

gardens. Here are some suggestions for winter Arboretum             

adventures. 

 

Take along a thermos of hot cocoa and a friend, and visit 

Lear Garden. There are plenty of places to sit and chat.  It’s 

the highest spot in the Arboretum and view of Mount Rose 

and the Sierra Nevada mountain range is always spectacu-

lar!   

 

If you prefer a livelier spot, the observation deck at          

Herman’s Pond is a great place to birdwatch. The deck puts 

you right at the water, close to the activity. The pond has 

lots of year-round residents and migrating visitors so there 

is usually something new to see each time you stop by.  

 

Another great spot to check out  is the Songbird Garden. 

This little gem has year-round food sources and various 

levels of places for our feathered friends to feed and nest.  

 

Come out and visit the Wilbur D. May gardens, it’s a great 

way to de-stress from the holidays and recharge your       

batteries for the New Year. 

 

Entering the Wilbur D. May Arboretum & Botanical Garden, you can sense that there is something 

special here.  With a diverse plant community, beautiful garden layouts, and foliage changing with 

the seasons, it really is the jewel of Reno, Nevada!  We have opportunities for all ages to explore, 

learn, celebrate, and  get involved. Take a look around and see what peaks your interests.  Your next 

outdoor adventure awaits at the Wilbur D. May Arboretum & Botanical Garden! 

1595 N Sierra Street, Reno Nevada 89503     775-785-4153                                              
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